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 President’s Message: December 2025 

 
Dear MCSSA Chapter Members, 
 
As we step into December and the year starts winding down, I hope you’re 
doing well and finding a little time to enjoy the season. It’s hard to believe 
2025 is almost behind us. This time of year, always gives us a chance to 
pause, look back at what we’ve accomplished, and start thinking about the 
work ahead in 2026. 
Chapter Updates & Member Value 
Our chapter continues to build momentum in advocacy, professional 
development, and statewide collaboration. Staying connected with MCSSA 
really does make a difference. It gives members the space to: 

• Share feedback and help influence state policy and MDHHS 
direction 

• Stay up to date on changes in state programs and requirements 
• Connect with colleagues across the state to troubleshoot 

challenges and share ideas 
• Get involved in committees that help shape the work we do and 

support the communities we serve 

Your experience and voice matter — and when we come together, we’re 
able to move the needle in ways that truly support Michigan families and 
workers. 
December MDHHS Updates 

mailto:mcssa@mcssa.com
http://www.mcssa.com/


 
Large County Representatives 
Bruce McCoy – Kent  
Vacant – Macomb  
Sherrie Ross – Oakland  
Vacant – Wayne  

Members at Large 

Janice Covey – Mecosta  
Twanetta Ingram – Ingham 

There are a couple of important updates from MDHHS that will impact the 
field: 

• Home Help Caregiver Rate Change: Starting January 1, 2026, the 
Medicaid home-help caregiver rate will increase from $15.88 to 
$17.13 per hour. This reflects the upcoming minimum wage increase 
and will be important for planning as we move into the new year. 

• SNAP Work Requirement Rule: Beginning December 1, certain 
adults ages 18–64 will need to verify work or work-related activities 
to continue receiving food assistance. These changes come from 
federal requirements, and MDHHS is working to roll them out while 
trying to limit disruption for the many residents who rely on SNAP. 

Updates like these remind us why staying informed — and staying 
connected — is so important. They directly affect the work happening in our 
counties, and being part of MCSSA helps ensure we all have the information 
and collaboration we need to respond effectively. 
Holiday Wishes 
As we head into the holidays, I want to take a moment to wish you and your 
families a safe, peaceful, and restorative season. I know how demanding 
this work can be, and I appreciate the commitment each of you brings to 
your communities every single day. 
I’m looking forward to continuing our work together in the new year and 
building on the progress we’ve made. Here’s to a strong finish to 2025 — 
and an even better year ahead. 
 
Warm regards! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

To attend any meetings via Zoom: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/4565476684 

Meeting ID: 456 547 6684 
Dial by your location 
 +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Danielle Sirianni, Frederick Group. 

 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/4565476684


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

DECEMBER 2025 

NEW DATE 
12/16 – Development & Education Committee @ 1:00 pm & Legislative Committee @ 2:30 pm 
12/17 – Advisory Committee @ 8:00 am & Board of Directors @ 10:30 am 
 
JANUARY 2026 

1/13 – Development & Education Committee @ 1:00 pm & Legislative Committee @ 2:30 pm 
1/14 – Advisory Committee @ 8:00 am & Board of Directors @ 10:30 am 
1/26 – Listen & Learn – Lisa Ashley – Medical Care Facilities @ 1:30 pm 
 
FEBRUARY 2026 

2/10 – Development & Education Committee @ 1:00 pm & Legislative Committee @ 2:30 pm 
2/11 – Advisory Committee @ 8:00 am, Executive Committee @ 10 am & Board of Directors @ 10:30 am  
2/28 – Last Day to Register for Legislative Conference 

MARCH 2026 

3/17-3/18 – Legislative Conference – The Double Tree By Hilton, Lansing MI 

APRIL 2026 

4/7 – Development & Education Committee @ 1:00 pm & Legislative Committee @ 2:30 pm 
4/8 – Advisory Committee @ 8:00 am & Board of Directors @ 10:30 am  
 
MAY 2026 

5/12 – Development & Education Committee @ 1:00 pm & Legislative Committee @ 2:30 pm 
5/13 – Advisory Committee @ 8:00 am, Executive Committee @ 10 am & Board of Directors @ 10:30 am  
5/18 – Tentative Listen & Learn TBA @1:30pm 
 
JUNE 2026 

6/9 – Development & Education Committee @ 1:00 pm & Legislative Committee @ 2:30 pm 
6/10 – Advisory Committee @ 8:00 am & Board of Directors @ 10:30 am 

 

 



Legislative Tracking 

We are excited to include a snapshot of MCSSA’s legislative tracking in each monthly newsletter. The table 
below highlights bills that have recently seen action in the Legislature and on which MCSSA’s Legislative 
Committee and Board of Directors have taken a formal stance. By focusing only on those with recent legislative 
movement, we aim to give members a quick, at-a-glance update on where important proposals stand. 

The last two columns show the bill’s current location in the process (House/Senate committee or floor) and the 
most recent date of legislative activity. If you would like MCSSA’s full bill analysis document, please email 
mcssa@mcssa.com.  
To read the complete bill language, please visit: www.legislature.mi.gov

 

mailto:mcssa@mcssa.com
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/
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Development and Education Committee Minutes 
Tuesday, November 11, 2025 

 

Attendees: 
Manuel Cordova – Emmet    Christy Hilgers - Houghton    
Rebecca Pasko - Monroe     Danielle Sirianni – TFG     
Kitty Packard – Saginaw      Nancy Peacock – TFG   
Sandy Cook – Ionia/Montcalm    Sean Kelly – TFG (intern)   
           

The meeting was called to order by chairperson Manuel Cordova at 1:04 p.m. 
 
Kitty Packard moved to approve October 7, 2025, minutes as presented with second by Sandy Cook.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Christy Hilgers moved to approve the agenda as presented with second by Sandy Cook. Motion carried. 
 
Ongoing Business 
 
Legislative Conference March 17 & 18, 2026 at the Double Tree by Hilton, Lansing Michigan.  

• Registration Packet - Will be developed 
  
• Cost of Conference -After discussion, moved by Manuel Cordovato to set the cost for both the first and 

second day at $250 and the first day only at $225. Second by Rebecca Pasko. Motion carried. 
 

• Agenda -  
 First day: Legislative Learning     
 Second day (morning): Meeting with legislators. For those not in a meeting with a legislator, possibly 
airing the live legislative session along with having a Q and A session for attendees to ask  questions 
about legislative topics or anything related to MCSSA 

 
Annual Conference Sept. 14-16, 2026, at the Bavarian Inn, Frankenmuth, Michigan.  

• Topic Suggestions: We will look at building our topic around the options we identify as having the 
strongest potential interest for our attendees. 

• We will all talk with our county directors, service providers, and colleagues about speakers and topics 
they have found meaningful 

• Theme Suggestions: Will decide once a topic is accepted. 

 

Annual Conference 2027 & 2028 



• Location Scouting: Manuel and Danielle have a potential hotel site in Ypsilanti they will visit December 
4th or 5th. 

• Options mentioned today: Dundee, Kalamazoo, Mackinaw City, Grand Rapids 
 

Listen and Learn  
• Topic: January 19th or 26th: Medical Care Facility  
• Topic Suggestions for Future: Governance Training about what an advisory board is and how it should 

function. 
• Speaker Suggestions - Need to continue to explore options 
• Date Suggestions for 2026 - Tentatively April. August and October 
• Please send ideas to Manuel Cordova or the MCSSA office. 

 
New Business - None 

Adjournment 

Rebecca Pasko moved to adjourn the meeting with second by Kitty Packard. Motion carried and the meeting 
was adjourned at 1:39 p.m. 

Next Meeting 

The December meeting will be held on December 16, 2025, at 1:00 pm via Zoom or in person. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, November 11, 2025 

 

Attendees: 
Manuel Cordova – Emmet       Christy Hilgers - Houghton 
Rebecca Pasko- Monroe                                  Danielle Sirianni- TFG 
Ceylon Williams Bettis – Saginaw                 Nancy Peacock - TFG 
Kitty Packard - Saginaw Sean Kelly -TFG ( intern) 
Katie Zeiter - MDHHS Absent/Sent Written Report                                       
The meeting was called to order by chair Manuel Cordova @2:31 p.m. 
 
Kitty Packard moved to approve October 7, 2025, minutes as presented with second by Rebecca Pasko.       
Motion carried. 
 
Rebecca Pasko moved to approve the agenda as presented with second by Kitty Packard. Motion carried. 
 
Updates and Information:  
 
Danielle Sirianni reported that she put in a card of support from MCSSA for the Youth Tobacco bill. She 
noted that each chamber appears to be working only on their own bills - not dealing with bills introduced in 
the other chamber. 
 
Updates and Information from External Meeting Participants:  
 



MI League for Public Policy representative Patrick Schaefer - no report 
 
Education and training this month - no report 
 
Katie Zeiter, Representatives from MDHHS -. Update for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) – 
please note, in Michigan SNAP is also called the Food Assistance Program (FAP) so SNAP and FAP are used 
interchangeably below: 

• The SNAP team is still working through the changes in HR 1 and how those requirements will affect the 
programs administered under SNAP.  

• MDHHS ESA received guidance from the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) on October 10, 2025, that 
due to the ongoing federal government shutdown and funding lapse, MDHHS must pause all November 
SNAP benefits issuance. 

• SNAP Outreach partners have been working hard to assist clients in need due to the pause in SNAP 
benefits for November.  They have given resources for specialists to use when speaking to FAP 
recipients about the delay. 

• MDHHS ESA received guidance from FNS on November 4, 2025, that MDHHS can issue partial SNAP 
benefits for the month of November.  The SNAP team is working with our technical team to issue these 
benefits to FAP recipients.  

• SNAP Employment & Training (SNAP E&T) policy continues to work on the Time Limited Food Assistance 
rollout for all counties in the state of MI. 

  
  
For the Family Independence Program (FIP) – supplemental payments are going out in November: 
Lump-Sum Payments will be issued on November 21, 2025. Payments will be issued in the following 
manner:        

1. $1,380 per child under the age of 6 that is included in the FIP Grant for the month of October 2025. 
2. $440 per child age 6 through 13 that is included in the FIP Grant for the month of October 2025. 

  
  
For State Emergency Relief (SER) program: 
Due to the federal shutdown, MDHHS ESA has not received the federal Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP) funding for FY26, which makes up a large portion of the overall SER funding pot. However, 
MDHHS ESA still has some FY25 funding remaining and will be utilizing those funds until they run out. 
Therefore, at this time, no one is being turned away, and households can still apply for the SER program online 
through the MI Bridges portal or by contacting their local MDHHS office. 
  
Legislative Bills Update: 

 
HB 5096: Amends the Youth Tobacco Act (1915 PA 31) to prohibit any state department or agency from creating 
or enforcing rules regulating vapor products beyond what is required by existing state or federal law. 
 
Overall Intent: To restrict state agency authority and centralize regulation of vapor products under the Legislature 
and federal government, preventing additional or future rulemaking related to vaping products. 
 
Committee Recommendation: This is counter to our strong support for SB 462. Moved by Christy Hilgers to 
oppose this bill. Second by Kitty Packard. Motion carried. 
 
HB 5134 and 5135 
 
House Bills 5134 and 5135 are tie-barred and collectively prohibit cannabis-related billboard and digital billboard 
advertising in Michigan. The bills amend the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act (2018 IL 1) and 



the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act (2016 PA 281) to restrict outdoor cannabis advertising that may 
appeal to minors or promote public consumption. 
 HB 5134 

• Amends the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act to ban billboard and digital billboard 
advertisements for marihuana, marihuana products, marihuana-infused products, accessories, 
establishments, and licenses. 

• Clarifies security, packaging, and sale standards for marihuana establishments. 
• Maintains the prohibition on advertising that could attract youth or appear misleading. 

 
 HB 5135 

• Amends the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act to add identical billboard advertising prohibitions 
for medical cannabis products, facilities, and licensees. 

• Directs the Cannabis Regulatory Agency (CRA) to enforce the new restrictions and update marketing 
standards accordingly. 

 

Overall Intent: 
To limit public exposure to cannabis advertising, reduce youth normalization of marijuana use, and align the 
state’s cannabis marketing rules with other public health protections similar to those governing tobacco and 
alcohol advertising. 
 
Committee Recommendation: Moved by Rebecca Pasko to support this bill. Second by Kitty Packard. Motion 
carried. 
 
SB 585-586 
Senate Bills 585 and 586 are tie-barred and amend the Estates and Protected Individuals Code (EPIC) to improve 
judicial oversight and transparency in conservatorship and guardianship decisions, especially concerning 
property and residence changes for protected or incapacitated individuals. 
Pending Legislation Information - Recommendations and Updates: 
 SB 585 
 • Requires a court to obtain and consider an appraisal conducted within the previous six months by a 
licensed real estate appraiser before approving a conservator’s sale, mortgage, or lien on a protected 
individual’s real property. 
 • Ensures property transactions are based on current, verified market value. 
 

 SB 586 
 • Prohibits a court from granting a guardian the authority to change an incapacitated individual’s 
 residence unless the court finds on the record that the change is in the individual’s best interest. 
 • Emphasizes the principle of maintaining stability and familiarity for incapacitated individuals 
 unless relocation clearly benefits their welfare. 
 

Overall Intent: 
To strengthen judicial safeguards protecting the financial and residential stability of vulnerable adults under 
guardianship or conservatorship, ensuring decisions are made transparently and always in the individual’s 
best interest. 
 
Committee Recommendation: Moved by Rebecca Pasko to support this bill. Second by Kitty Packard. Motion 
carried. 
 
SB 605 
Senate Bill 605 amends the Child Protection Law (1975 PA 238) to expand who may access confidential child-
abuse and neglect records maintained by the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS). 
 
The bill would newly authorize members of the Legislature and credentialed members of the media to review 
certain confidential records under limited conditions, while preserving restrictions that protect the identities of 



reporters, children, and ongoing investigations. 
 
Overall Intent: To expand transparency within Michigan’s child-welfare system by allowing legislative and media 
access to CPS records, with the stated goal of improving accountability and public trust. 
 
Pros: 
• Could increase legislative understanding of the child-protection system. 
• May highlight systemic issues that warrant policy reform. 
 
Cons: 
• Expands access to sensitive information, increasing the risk of public exposure or misinterpretation of 
confidential cases. 
• Undermines the confidentiality that encourages mandated reporters, families, and community members to 
cooperate with CPS. 
• Could politicize individual cases or subject frontline workers to unfair public criticism. 
• Current law already provides adequate oversight through the Office of the Children’s Ombudsman, internal 
DHHS review, and legislative reporting requirements. 
• May erode family trust and discourage engagement with child welfare services, negatively impacting child safety 
outcomes. 
 
Committee Recommendation: Moved by Christy Hilgers to oppose this bill. Second by Rebecca Pasko. Motion 
carried. 
 
SB 607 
Senate Bill 607 amends the Public Health Code (1978 PA 368) to expand Michigan’s newborn screening program 
by adding congenital cytomegalovirus (cCMV) to the list of mandatory conditions tested at birth. 
 
cCMV is a common viral infection that can cause hearing loss, developmental delays, and other serious health 
issues in newborns. Early detection allows for medical interventions that can improve long-term outcomes. 
 

Key Provisions: 
• Requires that, beginning March 1, 2028, all newborn infants be screened for congenital cytomegalovirus 
(cCMV). 
• Directs the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to develop testing protocols using blood, saliva, 
or urine samples, or an equivalent diagnostic test. 
• Requires healthcare providers to report positive cCMV results to both the infant’s parents/guardians and 
DHHS. 
• Establishes a public education program to inform pregnant women and individuals of childbearing age about 
cCMV transmission, prevention, and diagnosis. 
• Requires DHHS to post educational materials online and distribute information to hospitals, childcare 
programs, school nurses, and health professionals who serve pregnant women or infants. Overall Intent: 
To identify infants with congenital cytomegalovirus early and provide education and prevention resources to 
reduce cCMV transmission during pregnancy and improve child health outcomes. 
 
No Committee Recommendation: Motion to support had no second.  
 
Unfinished Business: None  

 

New Business: Moved by Christy Hilgers to change the December meeting date to December 16th. Second by 
Rebecca Pasko. Motion carried. 
 
Adjournment  
 



Motion to adjourn meeting was made by Christy Hilgers with second by Rebecca Pasko.  Motion carried 
and the meeting was adjourned at 2:57 pm. 
 
Next Meeting:  
 
December 16, 2025, at 2:30 pm via Zoom or in person. 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Advisory Committee Minutes 
November 12, 2025  

 
Attendees: 
Manuel Cordova - Emmett   Grenae Dudley – Oakland   
Sherrie Ross – Oakland    Sandy Cook - Ionia/Montcalm   
Demetruis Starling – MDHHS   Christy Hilgers, Houghton 
Erin Frisch - MDHHS                       Danielle Sirianni – TFG  
Rebecca Pasko - Monroe   Nancy Peacock – TFG 
Mark Wolfe – Lenawee      
 
The meeting was called to order by Manuel Cordova at 8:01 a.m. 
 

Grenae Dudley moved to approve August 13, 2025, minutes with second by Sandy Cook. Motion carried. 
 

Grenae Dudley moved to approve the agenda as presented with second by Sandy Cook. Motion carried. 
 
Economic Stability Administration: 
 

Erin Frisch reported 
• distribution for all SNAP benefits for November is at 100% and delivered on the same date to prevent any 

disruption. 
• Error rate is currently 9.5%.  In order to reach an average of 6% for the fiscal year, the rate will have to be 

down to 3% by then. 
• process for error rate will increase focus on high-risk cases 
• About 1/2 of errors are client driven - media campaign including social media to address this with "tool 

kits" to be widely distributed to those who can have an impact with clients.  
• Pathways to Potential is ending in December. Workers are being reassigned. 

 
Children’s Services Administration 
 

Demetrius Starling reported: 
• CSA rolls out for next wave of counties in January including BSC 2 and 4. 
• Macomb-Oscoda transferring from BSC 2 to BSC 1by first week in December 
• Surveys from first counties on the CSA model will look for consistency in meeting standards 
• Reporter Training - looking for statewide evaluations and risk assessment with less bias.  
• Evidence-based prevention will be stressed including more home visitation and training for parents 
• In 2013 Michigan had 2,013 children in foster care were in congregate settings. Now 385. 
• Rehabilitation is stressed over a punitive approach in the Juvenile Justice system. Youth will have 

mental health and behavioral health screenings before placement in a facility instead of the significant 
delays that have existed. Prevention will be a priority. Indigent youth and youth of color are a 
significantly higher percentage of those involved in the Juvenile Justice and foster care systems. 

 



MCMCFC Report/NACo  
Rebecca Pasko reported that a court ruling continued the competitive bidding process for PHIP (the state’s 
prepaid inpatient mental health plan) and to reduce the regions from ten to three. People need to speak up 
against reduction in services. MCSSA has weighed in on this issue via letter. 
 
Comments from Members: None 
 
Unfinished Business –   None 
 
New Business Motion by Manuel Cordova to change the Advisory Committee meeting for December to 
December 17th. Second by Sandy Cook. Motion carried.  
 
Adjournment – Christy Hilgers moved to adjourn with second by Sherri Ross.  The meeting was adjourned at 
8:40 am. 
 
The next meeting will be held on December 17, 2025, at 8:00am. 
 

 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Board of Directors Committee Minutes 

Wednesday, November 12, 2025 

Attendees:   
Pat Thompson – Macomb   Mike Frederick – TFG    
Christy Hilgers – Houghton   Danielle Sirianni – TFG 
Manuel Cordova – Emmet   Nancy Peacock – TFG 
Grenae Dudley – Oakland   Sean Kelly - TGF Intern    
Mark Wolfe - Tuscola     
 
The meeting was called to order by chair Manuel Cordova at 9:42 a.m. 

Grenae Dudley moved to approve October 8, 2025, minutes with second by Pat Thompson. Motion carried. 

Pat Thompson moved to approve the agenda with second by Christy Hiolgers. Motion carried. 

Announcements/Correspondence 

Danielle Sirianni of the Frederick Group reported about the work being done on future conferences. Invoices for 
dues have been sent to all counties. Laminated membership cards with the new logo are in progress. There are 
6 counties that we have received so far. 

Danielle Sirianni has assisted with member requests to reverse the decision to combine four counties under 
one director Mecosta/Osceola and Wexford/Missaukee. Created MCSSA official email addresses for President, 
Vice President and Treasurer that will allow contact with whoever is in that position. 

President’s Report  

See Executive Committee Minutes 



Treasurer's Report -  

See Executive Committee Minutes.  Grenae Dudley made motion to accept the Treasurer's report with second 
by Pat Thompson. Motion carried. 

Advisory Committee report – Full SNAP benefits were delivered on November 10, 2025.  There is an 8-point plan 
to reduce the error rate, but it seems an impossible task. Michigan and other states feel the Feds have set us up 
to fail. MCSSA will reach out to other states in the hope that combined efforts may result in a change by the 
federal government. The possibility was raised of MCSSA going to Washington DC to personally communicate 
with legislators. 

Scholarship Committee Report – The committee will begin planning for the 2026 scholarship in January. The 
recommendation made at the annual conference will be part of the planning process. 

Legislative Bills Update: 

 
HB 5096: Amends the Youth Tobacco Act (1915 PA 31) to prohibit any state department or agency from creating 
or enforcing rules regulating vapor products beyond what is required by existing state or federal law. 
 
Overall Intent: To restrict state agency authority and centralize regulation of vapor products under the Legislature 
and federal government, preventing additional or future rulemaking related to vaping products. 
 
Board Action: The Legislative Committee had recommended opposing this bill. 
Moved by Christy Hilgers to oppose this HB5096.  Second by Grenae Dudley. Motion carried. 
 
HB 5134 and 5135 
 
House Bills 5134 and 5135 are tie-barred and collectively prohibit cannabis-related billboard and digital billboard 
advertising in Michigan. The bills amend the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act (2018 IL 1) and 
the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act (2016 PA 281) to restrict outdoor cannabis advertising that may 
appeal to minors or promote public consumption. 
 HB 5134 

• Amends the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act to ban billboard and digital billboard 
advertisements for marihuana, marihuana products, marihuana-infused products, accessories, 
establishments, and licensees. 

• Clarifies security, packaging, and sale standards for marihuana establishments. 
• Maintains the prohibition on advertising that could attract youth or appear misleading. 

 
 HB 5135 

• Amends the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act to add identical billboard advertising prohibitions 
for medical cannabis products, facilities, and licensees. 

• Directs the Cannabis Regulatory Agency (CRA) to enforce the new restrictions and update marketing 
standards accordingly. 

 
Overall Intent: 
To limit public exposure to cannabis advertising, reduce youth normalization of marijuana use, and align the 
state’s cannabis marketing rules with other public health protections similar to those governing tobacco and 
alcohol advertising. 
 
Board Action: The Legislative Committee has recommended supporting this bill. 
Moved by Grenae to support HB 5134 and 5135.  Second by Pat Thompson. Motion carried. 



 
SB 585-586 
Senate Bills 585 and 586 are tie-barred and amend the Estates and Protected Individuals Code (EPIC) to improve 
judicial oversight and transparency in conservatorship and guardianship decisions, especially concerning 
property and residence changes for protected or incapacitated individuals. 
 SB 585 
 • Requires a court to obtain and consider an appraisal conducted within the previous six months by a 
licensed real estate appraiser before approving a conservator’s sale, mortgage, or lien on a protected 
individual’s real property. 
 • Ensures property transactions are based on current, verified market value. 
 
 SB 586 
 • Prohibits a court from granting a guardian the authority to change an incapacitated individual’s 
 residence unless the court finds on the record that the change is in the individual’s best interest. 
 • Emphasizes the principle of maintaining stability and familiarity for incapacitated individuals 
 unless relocation clearly benefits their welfare. 
 
Overall Intent: 
To strengthen judicial safeguards protecting the financial and residential stability of vulnerable adults under 
guardianship or conservatorship, ensuring decisions are made transparently and always in the individual’s 
best interest. 
 
Board Action: The Legislative Committee had recommended supporting SB 585 and 586. 
Moved by Christy Hilgers to support 585 and 586.  Second by Pat Thompson.  Motion carried. 
 
SB 605 
Senate Bill 605 amends the Child Protection Law (1975 PA 238) to expand who may access confidential child-
abuse and neglect records maintained by the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS). 
 
The bill would newly authorize members of the Legislature and credentialed members of the media to review 
certain confidential records under limited conditions, while preserving restrictions that protect the identities of 
reporters, children, and ongoing investigations. 
 
Overall Intent: To expand transparency within Michigan’s child-welfare system by allowing legislative and media 
access to CPS records, with the stated goal of improving accountability and public trust. 
 
Pros: 
• Could increase legislative understanding of the child-protection system. 
• May highlight systemic issues that warrant policy reform. 
 
Cons: 
• Expands access to sensitive information, increasing the risk of public exposure or misinterpretation of 
confidential cases. 
• Undermines the confidentiality that encourages mandated reporters, families, and community members to 
cooperate with CPS. 
• Could politicize individual cases or subject frontline workers to unfair public criticism. 
• Current law already provides adequate oversight through the Office of the Children’s Ombudsman, internal 
DHHS review, and legislative reporting requirements. 
• May erode family trust and discourage engagement with child welfare services, negatively impacting child safety 
outcomes. 
 
Board Action: The Legislative Committee had recommended opposing SB605. 



Moved by Pat Thompson to oppose HB605.   Second by Christy Hilgers. Motion carried. 
. 
 
SB 607 
Senate Bill 607 amends the Public Health Code (1978 PA 368) to expand Michigan’s newborn screening program 
by adding congenital cytomegalovirus (cCMV) to the list of mandatory conditions tested at birth. 
 
cCMV is a common viral infection that can cause hearing loss, developmental delays, and other serious health 
issues in newborns. Early detection allows for medical interventions that can improve long-term outcomes. 
 
Key Provisions: 
• Requires that, beginning March 1, 2028, all newborn infants be screened for congenital cytomegalovirus 
(cCMV). 
• Directs the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to develop testing protocols using blood, saliva, 
or urine samples, or an equivalent diagnostic test. 
• Requires healthcare providers to report positive cCMV results to both the infant’s parents/guardians and 
DHHS. 
• Establishes a public education program to inform pregnant women and individuals of childbearing age about 
cCMV transmission, prevention, and diagnosis. 
• Requires DHHS to post educational materials online and distribute information to hospitals, child care 
programs, school nurses, and health professionals who serve pregnant women or infants. Overall Intent: 
To identify infants with congenital cytomegalovirus early and provide education and prevention resources to 
reduce cCMV transmission during pregnancy and improve child health outcomes. 
 
There was no Legislative Committee Recommendation: Motion to support had no second. 
 
After discussion, Pat Thompson moved to have Danielle Sirianni get more information. Second by Christy 
Hilgers. 
or 
After discussion the board decided to have Danielle Sirianni get more information 
 
Development and Education Committee – 

• Legislative Conference 2026 – March 17 & 18 – Double Tree by Hilton, Lansing, MI - Conference fees will be 
$250 for both days and $225 for the first day only. There will be alternate activities available on day two for 
those not immediately involved in meetings with legislators. 

• Annual Conference 2026 – The Bavarian Inn, Frankenmuth, MI – Sept. 14-16                                        Ideas are 
welcome, and all are encouraged to ask local directors and county board members what they would like to 
have on the program. 

Committee/Liaison Reports – 

• MAC – No Report 

• MCAH – No report 

• Michigan Overdose Data Action Committee: Fentanyl, Alfentanil, and Xylazine are the biggest issues.  

District Reports – 

• District I – Christy Hilgers - A Zoom meeting will be held within the next month to approve transfer of funds 
back to our district and reinvestment in a CD. 
• District II – Naomi Deo - unavailable 



• District III – Chair Volunteer -? 

• District IV – Chair Volunteer -? 

• District V – Chair Volunteer -? 

• District VI – Sherrie Ross - unavailable 

Unfinished Business – Manual Cordova reminded everyone that we are in need of District chairs, any help to fill 
them would be appreciated. 

New Business – 
 
Change of time for future Executive Committee and Board of Director Meetings? 
 
Christy Hilgers moved to meet on December 17th at 10:30 a.m. with second by Mark Wolfe. Motion carried. 

Mark Wolfe moved to have future Executive Committee meetings begin at 10 a.m. and Board of Directors 
meetings begin at 10:30 a.m. Second by Grenae Dudley. Motion carried. To begin in December 2025. 

Adjournment – Mark Wolfe moved to adjourn the meeting with second by Grenae Dudley. The meeting was 
adjourned at 10:34 am 

The next meeting will be held on December 17, 2025, at 10:30am 

 



 


