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 President’s Message: January 2026 

Wow! 2026! Can you believe it? 
 
As we begin a new year, I hope everyone enjoyed a safe and happy 
holiday season filled with time spent with family and friends. The 
holidays give us a chance to pause, reflect, and recharge — and January 
invites us to look ahead with renewed purpose and optimism. 
 
The New Year often brings resolutions — commitments to improve, 
grow, and refocus on what matters most. In the social services field, 
those resolutions carry special meaning. Our work is centered on 
people, compassion, and service, and the dedication of our 
professionals makes a meaningful difference in the lives of individuals, 
families, and communities every day. 
 
While the year ahead will undoubtedly present challenges, it also offers 
opportunities to strengthen our impact. The social services industry 
continues to navigate increasing demands, limited resources, workforce 
pressures, and evolving community needs. These challenges are not 
new — but neither is the resilience, dedication, and heart of those who 
choose this profession. 
 
MCSSA remains committed to supporting our members through 
collaboration, shared knowledge, and advocacy. Together, we can 
continue to learn from one another, support our teams, and ensure that 
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Large County Representatives 
Bruce McCoy – Kent  
Vacant – Macomb  
Sherrie Ross – Oakland  
Vacant – Wayne  

Members at Large 

Janice Covey – Mecosta  
Twanetta Ingram – Ingham 

our organizations are well positioned to meet the needs of those we 
serve with dignity, care, and professionalism. 
 
As we move forward into this New Year, I encourage each of us to carry 
the spirit of our resolutions into our work — recommitting ourselves to 
compassion, excellence, and the shared mission that unites us. The 
strength of MCSSA lies in its members, and your dedication continues to 
be the foundation of our collective success. 
 
Wishing you a healthy, fulfilling, and successful year ahead. 
 

 

 

To attend any meetings via Zoom: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/4565476684 

Meeting ID: 456 547 6684 
Dial by your location 
 +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Danielle Sirianni, Frederick Group. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

JANUARY 2026 

1/13 – Development & Education Committee @ 1:00 pm & Legislative Committee @ 2:30 pm 
1/14 – Advisory Committee @ 8:00 am & Board of Directors @ 10:30 am 
1/26 – Listen & Learn – Lisa Ashley – Medical Care Facilities @ 12:00 pm 
 
FEBRUARY 2026 

2/10 – Development & Education Committee @ 1:00 pm & Legislative Committee @ 2:30 pm 
2/11 – Advisory Committee @ 8:00 am, Executive Committee @ 10 am & Board of Directors @ 
10:30 am  
2/28 – Last Day to Register for Legislative Conference 

MARCH 2026 

3/17-3/18 – Legislative Conference – The Double Tree by Hilton, Lansing MI 

APRIL 2026 

4/7 – Development & Education Committee @ 1:00 pm & Legislative Committee @ 2:30 pm 
4/8 – Advisory Committee @ 8:00 am & Board of Directors @ 10:30 am  
 
MAY 2026 

5/12 – Development & Education Committee @ 1:00 pm & Legislative Committee @ 2:30 pm 
5/13 – Advisory Committee @ 8:00 am, Executive Committee @ 10 am & Board of Directors @ 
10:30 am  
5/18 – Tentative Listen & Learn TBA @12:00pm 
 
JUNE 2026 

6/9 – Development & Education Committee @ 1:00 pm & Legislative Committee @ 2:30 pm 
6/10 – Advisory Committee @ 8:00 am & Board of Directors @ 10:30 am 

 

 



Legislative Tracking 

Each month, we share a snapshot of MCSSA’s legislative tracking highlighting bills that have seen recent action 
and on which MCSSA’s Legislative Committee and Board of Directors have taken a formal position. This at-a-
glance update is intended to keep members informed on where priority legislation currently stands. 

The final two columns show the bill’s current location in the legislative process and the date of the most recent 
activity. Members may request MCSSA’s full bill analysis by emailing mcssa@mcssa.com.  Complete bill 
language is available at www.legislature.mi.gov. 
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Development and Education Committee Minutes 

Tuesday, December 16, 2025 
 

 

Attendees: 
Manuel Cordova – Emmet    Kendra Spanjer - Ottawa    
Rebecca Pasko - Monroe     Christy Hilgers - Houghton     
Kitty Packard – Saginaw     Danielle Sirianni – TFG   
Sandy Cook – Ionia/Montcalm   Nancy Peacock – TFG   
         
   

The meeting was called to order by chairperson Manuel Cordova at 1:03 p.m. 
 

Christy Hilgers moved to approve November 11, 2025, minutes as presented with second by Kitty Packard.  
Motion carried. 
 

Kitty Packard moved to approve the agenda as presented with second by Sandy Cook.  Motion carried. 
 

Ongoing Business 
 
Legislative Conference March 17 & 18, 2026 at the Double Tree by Hilton, Lansing Michigan.  

• Registration Packet - The initial draft of the packet will be finalized at the end of December and sent out 
early in January. 

• Cost of Conference - The group agreed to change the tentative Tuesday dinner to 4:30-6:00 PM and 
include heavy appetizers. This will help meet the $7000 food cost obligation. They also decided to add a 
morning and afternoon Capital Tour option.  

• Agenda - As people become willing to commit to present at the conference, the slots for speakers and 
educational events will be finalized. 

• A concern was raised about whether county directors will be allowed to participate in meetings 
with legislators. The MDHHS Legislative Liaison will be asked to clarify this issue. 

Annual Conference Sept. 14-16, 2026 at the Bavarian Inn, Frankenmuth, Michigan.  
• We do not have any Topic or Theme Suggestions at this time.  We are all encouraged to bring ideas for the 

January committee meeting. 
 
Annual Conference 2027 & 2028 

• Location recommendations: A visit to Ypsilanti was found to be an excellent setting for a conference but 
very expensive. Other options to explore included Detroit, Boyne Coty, Petoskey, the UP. 

 
Listen and Learn  

• Next Listen and Learn: Noon on January 26, 2026 Lisa Ashley will present on Medical Care Facilities from 
her perspective with Emmett County's Bay Bluffs facility. 

•  Topic and Speaker Suggestions are welcome and should be sent to Manuel Cordova or the MCSSA office. 



• Date and Time Suggestions: Tentative dates are listed in the MCSSA Calendar for 2026. After discussion 
this committee suggests scheduling Listen and Learn to begin at noon, which may be better for those 
with busy work schedules.  

 

New Business 

There was discussion about what DHHS boards are supposed to be doing and any legal background to county 
policies.  It appears that counties may make all decisions including having a budget for the county MDHHS 
boards. 

Adjournment 

Kitty Packard moved to adjourn the meeting with second by Rebecca Pasko. Motion carried and the meeting 
was adjourned at 1:51p.m. 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held on January 13, 2026, at 1:00 pm via Zoom or in person. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Legislative Committee Minutes 

Tuesday, December 16, 2025 
 
Attendees: 
Manuel Cordova – Emmet          Christy Hilgers - Houghton 
Rebecca Pasko- Monroe                                  Patrick Schaefer - MLPP 
Bridget Heffron - MI Dept. Community Health             Grenae Dudley - Oakland 
Kitty Packard - Saginaw Matt Kuzma - MDHHS  
Pat Thompson - Macomb Danielle Sirianni TF  
Katie Zeiter - MDHHS   
   
The meeting was called to order by chair Manuel Cordova at 2:32  p.m. 
 
Grenae Dudley moved to approve the November 11, 2025, minutes as presented with second by Rebecca 
Pasko. Motion carried. 
 
Kitty Packard moved to approve the agenda as presented with second by Christy Hilgers. Motion carried. 
 
Updates and Information:  
 
Work continues on the March Legislative Conference. Speakers are needed. If you have suggestions, please 
contact Manuel Cordova or Danielle Sirianni. 
 
Updates and Information from External Meeting Participants:  
 
MI League for Public Policy representative Patrick Schaefer: The Michigan House Appropriations Committee, 
with leadership by Speaker Matt Hall, voted to disapprove of $645 million in funding for state projects and 
programs including RX Kids. This was an unprecedented decision that reversed funding for programs previously 
approved, and the process was seen as not meeting transparency rules. 
 
Education and Training this month – no report 
 



Katie Zeiter, Representatives from MDHHS - Katie reported that young child payments were delayed until early 
December due to federal funding delays, and that 90% of new fiscal year 26 LIHEAP dollars have been received. 
She also discussed a partial waiver approved by USDA for time-limited food assistance in 15 counties and 6 
cities and mentioned ongoing efforts to reduce the SNAP payment error rate.  

Legislative Bills Update: 
 
Pending Legislation Information, Recommendations and Updates: 
 
HB 5199 amends the Insurance Code of 1956 (MCL 500.3406d) to expand and clarify required health-insurance 
coverage for breast cancer diagnostic, screening, outpatient treatment, and rehabilitative services. Requires 
that insurers that deliver, issue, or renew health policies in Michigan offer this coverage. 

Overall Intent: To ensure comprehensive, equitable access to breast cancer screening, diagnosis, treatment, 
and rehabilitation for women across Michigan, reducing cost barriers and improving early detection and 
recovery outcomes. 

Moved by Kitty Packard with second by Grenae Dudley to recommend support. Motion carried.      

• HB 4350-4351 (Tie-barred package) & HB 5220 is separate and complimentary but only takes effect if HB 4530 
is enacted 

HB 4530, HB 4531, and HB 5220 all address different components of Michigan’s child protection and 
mandated reporter systems, but together they form a cohesive package aimed at strengthening CPS 
investigations, improving reporting accuracy, and standardizing statewide training. 

HB 4530 amends the Mental Health Code. It shortens the time for mental health professionals to release 
records to CPS from 14 days to 7 days, accelerating CPS access to mental health information during 
investigations. Intent is to reduce delays in investigations where a caregiver’s mental health condition may 
create safety risks for a child. Health professional–patient privileges do not apply to records released for CPS 
investigations. 

HB 4531 amends the Child Protection Law to require that all mandatory reporters complete DHHS-developed 
training every 3 years. Intent is to ensure that all mandatory reporters statewide understand current legal 
requirements, trauma signs, and proper reporting procedures. It takes effect only if HB 4530 is also enacted. 

HB 5220 amends the Child Protection Law to require DHHS to develop and publish standardized training 
materials and make them available online, and for employers to provide the training. DHHS must develop 
training in consultation with statewide domestic and sexual violence experts. Training must be completed every 
3 years unless the reporter receives aligned CEUs through their profession. This applies to all mandatory 
reporters employed in education, healthcare, law enforcement, childcare, mental health, and human services. 
The intent is to ensure mandatory reporters receive uniform; evidence-based training aligned with CPS best 
practices. 

After considerable discussion, Christy Hilgers moved to recommend support of HB 4350-4351 and HB 5220 
with second by Matt Kuzma. Motion carried. 

 
Unfinished Business:  

• This morning a card of support was filed for HB4696 and HB4697. These bills define "relative" for 
guardianship of children and eligibility for guardianship assistance payments.  

• A question was raised about the status of legislation related to the "spend down" process for those 
whose income exceeds the Medicaid eligibility standard. Bridget Heffron provided information on 
how this works and the built-in 3-month delay before loss of coverage. She referred us to the 



Bridges Eligibility manual: https://mdhhs-pres-
prod.michigan.gov/OLMWeb/ex/BP/Public/BEM/000.pdf#pagemode=bookmarks -Grenae Dudley 
will let Sherrie Ross know about this information. 

• A question was raised about the 4-county director position. Applications are due as of today. 
 
New Business : None 
 
 
Adjournment  
 
Motion to adjourn meeting was made by Pat Thompson with second by Kitty Packard.  Motion carried and 
the meeting was adjourned at 3:34 pm. 
 
Next Meeting: January 13, 2026, at 2:30 pm via Zoom or in person. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Advisory Committee Minutes 
Wednesday, December 17, 2025 

 
Attendees: 
Christy Hilgers – Houghton   Sandy Cook – Ionia/Montcalm 
Sherrie Ross – Oakland   Grenae Dudley – Oakland 
Demetruis Starling – MDHHS   Ahmad Sabbagh - MDHHS 
Kitty Packard - Saginaw                      Manuel Cordova - Emmet 
Danielle Sirianni – TFG    Nancy Peacock - TFG 
 
 
The meeting was called to order by Manual Cordova at 8:02 a.m. 
 
Sandy Cook moved to approve November 12, 2025, minutes with second by Christy Hilgers. Motion carried. 
 
Christy Hilgers moved to approve the agenda as presented with second by Sandy Cook.  
Motion carried. 
 
Economic Stability Administration Updates 
 
Dr. Ahmad Sabbagh reported on behalf of Erin Frisch.  

• The department was able to execute 138 contracts for 2026.  
• They are working on making changes to meet requirements for SNAP due to HR1.  Arenac, Iosco, 

Ogemaw, Oscoda and Roscommon counties and the cities of Bay City, Flint and Saginaw are exempt 
from the work requirements. Job availability will now be considered instead of the unemployment rate. 

• SNAP ED funding will stop at the end of 2026 when funding is no longer available. 
• Pop-Up mobile food distribution sites are helping combat food insecurity 
• SNAP error rate: initiatives are being developed to decrease the error rate which is now at 9%. Unless goal 

of 6% is achieved Michigan will have to pay back $380 million; if error rate is over 10% the pay back will 
be half a billion dollars. Initiatives include statewide education for clients to submit information that is 
accurate and on time. 
 
 
 



 
Children’s Services Administration Updates: 
 
Demetrius Starling reported that they have been moving forward with Family Integration. 95% of the families 
they've worked with have received services including economic support and therapy programs that impact the 
wellbeing of the children. 651 families have been helped in 2025. 
 
The Guardianship Assistance Program is working to get relative guardians the same resources as foster 
families. 
 
Under the Juvenile Justice Reform Act, Michigan has expanded and improved services with emphasis on 
rehabilitation rather than punitive programs and community placement over congregative placement. The new 
youth facility in Macomb County has a new director. 
 
Demetrius told us that he will soon begin working for a national philanthropic foundation. He thanked us for our 
concern and involvement with children's services. Our committee members offered their appreciation for him, 
wishing him well. 
 
MCMCFC Report/NACo Liaison Updates: no report 
 
Open Comments from Members –nothing 
 
Unfinished Business – nothing 
 
New Business - nothing 
 
Adjournment – Grenae Dudley moved to adjourn with second by Sherrie Ross. The meeting was adjourned at 
 8:29 am 
 
The next meeting will be held on January 14, 2026, at 8:00 a.m. via Zoom or in person. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
MCSSA Board of Directors Minutes 

Wednesday, December 17, 2025 

Attendees: 
Manuel Cordova – Emmet   Rita Hale – Alger 
Grenae Dudley – Oakland   Christy Hilgers – Houghton  
Rebecca Pasko – Monroe   Danielle Sirianni – TFG  
Nancy Peacock – TFG    Mike Frederick – TFG     
 
The meeting was called to order by chair Manuel Cordova at 10:30 a.m. 

Kitty Packard moved to approve November 12, 2025, minutes with second by Rebecca Pasko. Motion carried. 

Rebecca Pasko moved to approve the agenda with second by Christy Hilgers, Motion carried. 

Announcements/Correspondence 

What we have done:  Danielle Sirianni of the Frederick Group reported Mike Frederick, Mannuel Cordova and 
Mark Wolfe all have been working together on financials. As of today, 27 counties have paid their dues and 



membership cards are going out as dues come in. The registrations packet for the Legislative Conference was 
shown and is just about ready to go out. Goal is to have it out before the new year, for a full 2 months for 
registrations. Bills are moving and Danielle Sirianni has been putting in cards and monitoring all movement. 

President’s Report: 

Manuel Cordova reported that the registration packet as Danielle Sirianni stated is looking good and we are 
planning on sending it out before the New Year. The speakers are scheduled next. Heavy appetizers will be 
served instead of a buffet dinner. Marriott in Ypsilanti was a very nice place however, too expensive for our 
group.  He is asking for ideas of places for the Annual Conference.  Listen and Learn will be January 26, 2026 @ 
noon. 

Treasurer’s Report  

Mark Wolfe was unavailable. Rita Hale made motion to accept the Treasurer's report with second by Rebecca 
Pasko. Motion carried. 

Advisory Committee report – Naomi Deo was unavailable; Manuel Cordova gave update; Erin Frisch was 
unavailable so Dr. Ahmad Sabbagh report on her behalf. Dr. Sabbagh reported that the   department was able to 
execute 138 contracts for 2026. They are working on making changes to meet requirements for SNAP due to 
HR1.  Arenac, Iosco, Ogemaw, Oscoda and Roscommon counties and the cities of Bay City, Flint and 
Saginaw are exempt from the work requirements. He also reported that SNAP ED funding will stop at the end of 
2026 when funding is no longer available and Pop-Up mobile food distribution sites are helping combat food 
insecurity. Manuel Cordova stated that Demetrius Starling will be leaving his position and that the job for the 4-
county director should be filled in January. (Changed the font to Arial 11 from Segoe UI 12) 
 

Manuel Cordova stated that Demetrius Starling will be leaving his position and that the job for the 4-county 
director should be filled in January. 
 

Scholarship Committee Report – Christy Hilgers reported that the committee will meet in January and have a 
report for the Board of Directors. 

Legislative Bills Update: 
HB 5199 amends the Insurance Code of 1956 (MCL 500.3406d) to expand and clarify required health-insurance 
coverage for breast cancer diagnostic, screening, outpatient treatment, and rehabilitative services. Requires 
that insurers that deliver, issue, or renew health policies in Michigan offer this coverage. 

Overall Intent: To ensure comprehensive, equitable access to breast cancer screening, diagnosis, treatment, 
and rehabilitation for women across Michigan, reducing cost barriers and improving early detection and 
recovery outcomes. 

The legislative committee recommended that this bill be supported. Moved by Rita Hale with second by Grenae 
Dudley that MCSSA support HB 5199. Motion carried. 

HB 4530 amends the Mental Health Code. It shortens the time for mental health professionals to release 
records to CPS from 14 days to 7 days, accelerating CPS access to mental health information during 
investigations. Intent is to reduce delays in investigations where a caregiver’s mental health condition may 
create safety risks for a child. Health professional–patient privileges do not apply to records released for CPS 
investigations. 



HB 4531 amends the Child Protection Law to require that all mandatory reporters complete DHHS-developed 
training every 3 years. Intent is to ensure that all mandatory reporters statewide understand current legal 
requirements, trauma signs, and proper reporting procedures. It takes effect only if HB 4530 is also enacted. 

HB 5220 amends the Child Protection Law to require DHHS to develop and publish standardized training 
materials and make them available online, and for employers to provide the training. DHHS must develop 
training in consultation with statewide domestic and sexual violence experts. Training must be completed every 
3 years unless the reporter receives aligned CEUs through their profession. This applies to all mandatory 
reporters employed in education, healthcare, law enforcement, 

The legislative committee recommended that HB 4530, HB4531 and HB 5220 be supported by MCSSA. Moved 
by Christy Hilgers with second by Grenae Dudley that MCSSA support HB 4530, HB 4531 and HB 5220. Motion 
carried. 

Development and Education Committee  

Manuel Cordova reported on plans for the Legislative Conference taking place on March 17 & 18, 2026 at the 
Double Tree by Hilton, Lansing, Michigan. Tuesday will be an education day including information on MCSSA's 
key priorities and talking points to discuss with legislators. Tuesday will conclude with a reception featuring 
heavy appetizers. At the request of a board member, Danielle will look into having cash bar. Wednesday 
morning will focus on meetings with legislators. 
 
The Annual Conference will be September 14-16, 2026, at The Bavarian Inn in Frankenmuth, Michigan. All are 
asked to contribute suggestions for speakers and topics that our members will appreciate. Suggestions offered 
today was a breakout session on the role of county board members 
Planning for 2027 and 2028: Eagle Crest in Ypsilanti was visited and found to be an excellent site but far too 
expensive.  Suggested sites included, Renaissance Center in Detroit.  

Committee/Liaison Reports  

 • MAC – We have not had any one attend since Bob Vanderzwaag.  Manuel Codova will try to attend. 
 
• MCAH/ Michigan Health Policy Forum – Rebcca Pasko will look into participating. 
 
• Michigan Overdose Data Action Committee: Grenae Dudley-White reported ongoing concern about Fentanyl 
and Xylazine. A question was raised about Kratom, and it was suggested to add to the list of MCSSA Legislative 
priorities. Grenae will update the board of directors after the next quarterly meeting. 

• CMHA (Community Mental Health Association) will be added to future agendas. They are currently watching 
for outcome of bidding by PHIPs (Prepaid Inpatient Health Plans). 

A new standardized assessment tool is required for Medicaid enrollers seeking mental health services. 
Providers have reported that it is far inferior to the existing tool. It takes hours to complete and reimbursement is 
$25. They compete with it as required but don't find it useful in planning for their clients.  

District Reports. 

• District I – Christy Hilgers reported that they are working on arrangements to open an account for District 1 
funds, and a decision on a bank or credit union will be made by a vote of the members. 
 
• District II – Naomi Deo -unavailable 

• District III – Chair Volunteer - needed 



• District IV – Chair Volunteer - needed 

• District V – Chair Volunteer - needed 

• District VI – Sherrie Ross – unavailable 

Unfinished Business: Manual Cordova stated that all district chairs are supposed to be elected every two 
years. District meetings were held at the annual conference in September. 

New Business –nothing 

Adjournment –Rita Hale moved to adjourn the meeting second by Grenae Dudley. The meeting was adjourned 
at 11:34 am. 

 

The next meeting will be held on January 14, 2026, at 10:30 am via Zoom or in person. 



 



 


